
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from President Cheryl 
 

With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it. For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it. 

Every morn with Jesus rise, And when day is ended, In His name then close your eyes; Be to Him 

commended. LSB 869 vs. 1 

 

The ladies of the Decatur zone have been at their task of preparing for the District 
Convention; I have been preparing my tasks too. NOW comes the time for you and your group 
to prepare. While our convention will be a day spent with each other in the LIGHT of our Savior, 
we do have tasks and decisions to make in several areas. Hopefully, this Clarion will give 
explanation and added details to help make informed decisions when voting at convention.  

First, this Clarion contains MUCH convention information. I, as president, decided it would   
be a much more efficient way to get this to each of you. The expense of paper, printing, postage 
and unreliable mail service was the decisive factor. Each group is receiving this just as they 
would a printed copy.  

PLEASE INFORM ALL IN YOUR GROUP OF THIS CLARION. I have asked all zone 
presidents to follow up with you to be sure you have access.  

Specific points I want to make and explain:  

1. This Clarion includes a welcoming invitation. The hotel information, registration forms, 
breakout session descriptions, and choice selections. Also, there will be Servant Events 
Information, along with Ingathering’s Information, Bylaws Changes, and Mission Grant 
Proposals. Lastly there are Officer Biographies for elections.  

2. I am excited that our Speaker Martha Dahlke will address our theme 'for the Lord shall 
be thine Everlasting Light' with her knowledge of LCMS missions. Linda Guteres, LWML 
VP of Communication will bring LWML news to us. Rev. Meyer will lead our Bible study. 
The joy of fellowship and being in the Light will be experienced by you!  

3. The delegates will have several issues before them. I ask that your group meet and 
give to the delegates your input. Step up and be that delegate!  

 

4. In the business meeting we will address/vote upon these issues:  

A. Annual or Biennial conventions going forward  

B. Bylaws Changes:  

a. Bonding of Financial Secretary and Treasurer  

b. Mission Grant Procedures  
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  C. Officer Selection  

D. Mission Grant Selection  

Further explanation of A: A motion will be made to allow for discussion of moving to annual or 
biennial conventions. This does not require bylaws change. Discussions should be brief and respectful. 
Hopefully you have been made aware of this issue at your fall rally and have held group discussions about 
it.  

Further explanation of B: Bonding of our officers is done through National insurance coverage 
and now not required of us as a district cost. The Mission Grant Procedure would allow Student Aid for 
Church workers to be first selection each voting period and not be a ballot item. Funding is explained in 
the bylaw.  

Further explanation of D: This voting is dependent upon the decision regarding annual or 
biennial convention. Included in your invitation are 2 different Grant Proposal Sheets. One is for 2026-
2027. The other is 2026-2028. Two different mite goals are listed. In the 2-year period, more grants will 
be selected. The Grant Proposal descriptions are listed differently. By bylaw, the grants are listed in 
order received. Delegates will need to be aware of which proposals they want to select. Remember the 
name perhaps not the letter. YOU WILL BE GIVEN THE APPROPIATE BALLOT TO VOTE ON 
CONVENTION DAY.  

I am hopeful this helps explain the many necessary papers in this invitation. DO NOT BE 
OVERWHELMED. Any questions, ask your zone president or myself.  

We are dedicated to Serving our Lord and Spreading the news of the Gospel and our 
Everlasting Light! Lastly, go to your hymnal and read LSB Hymn 869 in its entirety.  

    

Message from outgoing Recording Secretary – Vickie Douglas 

Greetings to my LWML sisters.  

As I’m writing this, I have just finished sending my last set of minutes to the district board. I have almost completed my 
four-year term as recording secretary, and I only have the 2026 district convention left. 

So, what is my take-away from this experience? I’ve learned a lot in four years. I came in with the skills. I knew how 
to write well and listen. I knew how to take notes. But I had never served at the district level before. What was 
expected of me? What was the procedure for a meeting?  

Now, four years later, I’ve learned all of that and more and I have systems in place that make my job more efficient. But 
beyond the mechanics of the role, I’ve seen how LWML is so much bigger than my local group, how we literally affect lives 
around the world. I’ve met women and men from all over Illinois who share my love for Christ and are committed to his 
service. 

To put it simply, I’ve grown. Thank you for letting me serve as your secretary. God’s 

Blessings to you all. 

Vickie Douglas 
Recording Secretary 

 



March 9, 2026  

Dear LWML Members, Pastors, & Church Workers,  

The Decatur Zone invites you join with them for the 81st annual LWML CID Convention to be held on 
Saturday, April 25, 2026, at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 1 Bachrach Court, Decatur. Parking is 
available on site. The convention will begin at 8:45 am. Registration and morning refreshments will 
start at 7:45 am. Lunch will be a catered meal.  

Our theme is "for the Lord shall be thine Everlasting Light" Isiah 60:20. We are honored to have 
Martha Dahlke, Director, Campaigns & Special Initiatives, Mission Advancement, LCMS, as our 
keynote speaker. LWML Vice President of Communications Linda Guteres will be our national 
board representative.  

We have several "Gifts from the Heart recipients. One will be Orphan Grain Train who will have a 
truck there for collections Saturday morning, 7:30 to 9:30 am. The local collection will be for God's 
Shelter of Love and New Life Pregnancy Center. MOST ministries will take eyeglasses.  

Please see the included flyer for more details.  

Pre-convention servant events and evening activities will take place on Friday, April 24, at St. 
John's Lutheran Church, 2727 N. Union St in Decatur. Servant events begin at 1 pm. See the 
attached flyer for activities. A light supper will be served at 5 pm with a free will offering. The worship 
service with communion will begin at 6:15 pm. The worship service will conclude the evening.  

Each group is encouraged to send two (2) delegates, and name two (2) alternates in case one or 
both delegates cannot attend. We have important work to do at this convention and your group's 
input is essential. A decision regarding annual or biennial conventions, bylaws changes, mission 
grant selections and officer election are all items we will vote on. The voice of your group is needed!  

Enclosed you will find the registration forms. If necessary, please make copies of all the papers in 
the invitation packet for distribution to your group's members. Or know that they have access 
to the special Convention Clarion that contains this information. Groups are encouraged to pay 
the registration for your pastors or even your delegates, if you are able.  

Please read carefully. Each person attending must fill out a registration form that includes the 
breakout session choices. Please return the forms with the $35 registration fee which covers lunch, 
no later than April 10th. All checks should be made payable to LWML Decatur Zone.  

Our convention offering is given to God's Glory with 50% going to MITES and 50% going to the 
OPERATING ACCOUNT, per CID guidelines. 

AREA HOTELS:  

A block or rooms has been reserved at each of the hotels listed below for your stay on Friday, 
April 24. Rate does not include taxes.  

1. Quality Inn 134 Barnett Ave Forsyth, IL 217-413-4551        Rate: $72.00  
2. Sleep Inn Decatur I-72 3920 East Hospitality Lane        Rate: $82.00 

Decatur, IL 217-329-3108 
3. Comfort Inn & Suites Decatur-Forsyth 5170 N. Wingate Dr.   Rate: $127.00 

Forsyth, IL 217-875-5500 



 

 Enclosures:  

Registration Form  
Servant Events & Breakout Sessions Selections Breakout Session Descriptions  

Speaker & LWML Speaker Biographies Servant Events & Ingathering Flyer  

By Law Changes  
Mission Grant Proposals  

Decatur map  
Officer Biographies  
 
Your LWML Sister & Decatur Convention Chairman.  

Sandy Haseley  

(217) 620-3442  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



REGISTRATION FORM-2026 LWML CID CONVENTION 

Please make copies or email the entire invitation packet to your group members. Each attendee should 
return their completed registration form, 2 pages, to Denise Gentry (see address below).  

Registration Fee: $35.00 (includes registration and lunch). Registration Deadline is April 10, 2026, 
and any registrations received after that date will be charged an additional $10.00 late fee. The Friday 
evening meal at 5:00 pm will be a freewill donation.  
 

COPY FOR EACH PERSON ATTENDING 
 
 

 
This is a catered meal. If you have dietary restrictions, please contact Sandy Haseley at (217) 620-3442. 
 
Check the appropriate category (each group is allowed 2 voting delegates and 2 alternates)  
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



2026 Breakout Session Descriptions  
MORNING SESSIONS 
 
Session 1: Rev. Tim Schnare, Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF)  

Rev. Schnare will share the story of Lutheran Heritage Foundation and tell of LWML's connection 
in doing their mission work.  

Session 2: Angela Kargbo, Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch  

This session explores the evolving landscape of children's residential treatment and its essential 
role in supporting young people with complex mental health needs. We will look at how trauma informed 
practices, therapeutic structure, and family engagement come together to create healing centered 
environments. Discover how a focus on spiritual life can serve as a powerful source of grounding, identity 
and hope for children who have suffered from trauma and abuse.  

Session 3: Alicia "Lee" Hinton, Admin Coordinator, Ministry to the Armed Forces  

Beyond "Thank You for Your Service": Practical Ways to Support Military Connected Individuals, 
Service Members, veterans, and family members as they face unique challenges related to military life 
and transitions. This session introduces Operation Barnabas and shares practical, Christ-centered ways 
LWML groups and congregations can support military connected individuals through prayer, presence 
and everyday acts of care.  

Session 4: Kelly Bone, MOST Ministries  

Rooted in Christ, we are called to 'Go and Make Disciples' (Matthew 28:19). Come and hear now 
MOST Ministries brings together team members, prepares them to serve, and sends them to 
communities around the world that need to hear the Gospel. Learn how these communities are directly 
impacted through our short term mission teams. By engaging with the world, we can demonstrate the 
love and hope that our faith offers, inspiring change and growth in ourselves and others.  

AFTERNOON SESSIONS  

Session 1: Rev. Tim Schnare, Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF)  

See Morning Session Description  

Session 2: Angela Kargbo, Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch  

See Morning Session Description  

Session 3: Alicia "Lee" Hinton, Admin Coordinator, Ministry to the Armed Forces  

See Morning Session Description  

Session 4: Kelly Bone, MOST Ministries  

See Morning Session Description  

Session 5: Martha Dahlke, LCMS, Director of Campaigns and Special initiatives for Mission Advancement, 
Mission Service Advocate serving 9 western states  

Plugging into missions-How you and your ladies can connect to short-term teams, FOROS and 
Missionary networks.  



Session 6:  Dawn Zerkel, LWML VP of Communications  

Let’s Communicate- Let's see where this breakout session goes!  

 

Keynote Speaker Martha Dahlke  

Martha is a mission advocate serving congregations, groups and individuals in North and South 
Dakota, Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, Utah, Idaho, Oregon and Washington. She also serves as the 
director of campaigns and special initiatives for LCMS Mission Advancement. Both roles afford her the 
opportunity to serve God's people with a heart for growing Christ's kingdom through their joyful giving. She 
is here to listen, support and encourage you in your faithful support of Christ's mission and ministry 
through The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS).  

We are called to serve Christ's church through our vocation. For some that means traveling to far off 
lands. For others that means lifting up these missionaries in prayer and in monetary support. God has 
called Martha to serve His people through Philanthropic gifts, first at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis and 
now with our synod for the past 18 years.  

In her free time, she enjoys traveling with her husband, Daniel and seeking out historical sites. She 
enjoys baking and cooking. And cheering her nieces and nephews in their events. Her favorite hymn is 
"Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing". It is a daily reminder that God has blessed her much more richly 
than she could ever deserve by making the ultimate sacrifice of His Son's precious bleed as a ransom for 
her sin.  

LWML Vice President of Communication Linda Guteres  

Linda was elected to this position at the 2025 Omaha convention. She has been blessed by being 
married to Robert for over 40 years and being the mother of four grown sons. She has two daughters-in-
love as well as four precious grandchildren. Wading River, New York is her home. She worked as the 
business manager of Longwood Public Library. Retiring in June of 2025, she was hired back as a part-
time senior account clerk. She has served many positions in throughout LWML on many levels.  

She does her best to listen and follow where God leads. She also enjoys writing, reading, crafting, 
gardening, and telling everyone she meets about the hope and undying love of her Risen Savior and Lord, 
Jesus Christ. Linda's favorite Bible verse is Isaiah 12:2, Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and will not 
be afraid, for the Lord God is y strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2026 LWML CID SERVANT EVENTS & IN GATHERING 

FRIDAY APRIL 24           

              
 CHURCH SERVANT EVENTS  

TYING QUILTS  

MARKING BIBLES AND MAKING ZIPPER PULLS FOR LLL STAND  

COLORING CARDS FOR PHIL'S FRIENDS  

OFFSITE EVENTS  

ONLY TAKING 6 PARTICIPANTS FOR EACH VENUE  

NORTHEAST FOUNDATION FOOD BANK 1pm-3pm  

LSA Store 1pm-3pm  

SATURDAY APRIL 25  

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN truck will be at St Paul Church parking lot 7:30-9:30  

ALL IN GATHERING ITEMS will be collected on Saturday  

GOD'S SHELTER OF LOVE  

New socks and underwear for children and female adults  

Personal items (tooth brushes, mouth wash, body wash, shampoo, and conditioner  

Cleaning supplies (bleach, and paper towels)  

Paper products (tissues, plates)   

Treats for children  

NEW LIFE PREGNANCY CENTER  

Toddler socks, baby wash clothes, new bottles, size 5 & 6 diapers  

 

When making a donation, please make checks payable to the organization. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SLATE OF OFFICERS 
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