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Dear Sisters in Christ!   

 Have you come off your mountain top experience from the National Convention yet?  If you attended, 

are you telling all your friends about your awesome worship opportunities with almost 2800 people?   Are you 

exclaiming about the wonderful Bible studies you were able to attend?  Are you excited about the new mission 

grants that will be supported in the next biennium?  Are you telling about the new mission goal of $2,150,000 

for the next biennium?  Are you excited to support some of the projects of the booths you visited at Bluegrass 

Meadows Exhibition Hall?  Are you spreading your awe at the amount that was received for the 4 Convention 

Offerings, the Mission Walk, Tee UP for Mites, servant activities, and Gifts from the Heart?  Are you exclaiming 

the joy that you had when you reunited with some of your friends you have not seen in a while?   

 If you answered yes to any of these questions, continue in your joy and your “Run with Jesus”!  Hebrews 

12:1-2 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witness, let us also lay aside every 

weight, and sins which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was sent before Him endured 

the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God”.  Your joy from your 

experience will spread to those you tell!  You see, that is how the gospel has been spread for some 2000 years!  

People were excited to tell others of the miracles and wonders that were performed by Jesus while He was here 

among us! They were excited to tell how He was the ultimate sacrifice on the cross for us, how He saved us 

from sin, death, and the power of the devil so that we will find ourselves in His presence in heaven one day!  

What a comfort this is to us!  We need to stay excited about the events of the convention and more importantly 

the gospel!  When we are excited about something, our faces light up and reflect the light that is Jesus in us!  

We are His great cloud of witnesses!   

 We also need to be excited about our Central Illinois mission grants.   Bulletin bytes in the church bulletin 

let others in our church know how we are running the race.     Our mite goal this year is $105,000, with $78,750 

of that going to our mission grants and the remainder to national.  Because of increased funding from the Gifts 

of Love program, 90% of what we send to national will be used for mission grants.  We here in the district have 

been blessed also and are in the process of setting up an endowment fund that will enable us to support grants 

and mission projects for some time.  God is so good! 

 The women of the LWML Central Illinois District are amazing!  I know that you have been running 

the race, looking to Jesus!   At our recent board meeting, I heard several reports of projects done for the district 

convention, Orphan Grain Train, and local communities.  Women with the joy of the gospel in their hearts, want 

to let others know about Jesus!  Please continue with that joy in your hearts.  Be grounded in the Word! Remind 

yourself how excited those early Christians were to tell others the good news!   
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President Laura’s Post 
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?” Romans 8:36 

 



 

  President Laura’s Message Continued 

 Our excitement does not end with the National Convention, though that was a wonderful experience.  

We look forward to upcoming events in the district!  Zone Rallies are fast approaching!  The theme is “All 

Things Are Possible with Faith” which is based on Mark 9:23. They will be held Sept 14-16, and Sept 21-

23.   Our speakers will be Susan Brunkow, National VP of Christian Life, and Rev. Joshua Thielen, Camp 

Director at Camp CILCA. Be sure to note when and where your rally will be. Please plan on attending so you 

can be grounded in the Word and to hear more about those mountain top experiences your delegates had at 

convention.  We are also celebrating our 75th Anniversary which we have not been able to do at our last two 

district conventions.  There are some surprises in store for you!   

 Our Fall Retreat will follow closely behind the rallies.  It is scheduled for the evening of October 8th 

and October 9th at Camp Cilca.  Our theme will be “Grab Your Shoes and Go”.  It is written by Terri 

Bentley and is fun and inspiring for our daily walk with Jesus.  You will find an invitation and registration form 

in your fall rally packets.  Please join us for this fun filled event! 

 Did you notice that I switched from Running the Race to Walking with Jesus? Running is done with 

urgency and for short periods of time which is good.  There is an urgency in getting the good news out!  Many 

are without the Gospel, and they are perishing eternally without it!  However, we sometimes need to slow down 

and walk with Jesus, to be rejuvenated in the Word, and recharge our batteries.  We need these recharges so that 

our lights may shine more brightly to those who we encounter daily. We are, after all, the LWML, and “As 

Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor 

God by serving others”. 

 There are more events to add to our mountain-top experiences. Giving Tuesday will be September 14th 

this year.  This event has reaped wonderful rewards in meeting the mite goal for National in the past.  Please 

mark your calendars to go online at lwml.org that day to have your gift make an impact on the mission grants.  

Also available on the lwml.org website are monthly Mite Challenge Calendars.  Go to lwml.org under giving 

and then under mite report to print your mite calendar.  The best part of these calendars are the prayers that are 

attached to the daily giving activities.  Keep those mite boxes handy and do not forget to pray! 

 LWML Sunday is October 3.  Although, it is traditionally the first Sunday in October, it can be 

celebrated any Sunday in October.   Our theme this year is “Our Hearts In HIS hand” which is based on 1 

Peter 4:8, “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly”.  The materials this year are authored by Dr. Dale 

Meyer.  Bulletin covers, worship services, and other materials are available at www.  lwml.org.  Search LWML 

Sunday 2021 in the search bar at the top of the webpage. 

 While here on earth, there will be mountain top experiences and there will be valleys.  Cling to the 

mountain top events to help you get through the valleys.  Some of my best mountain top experiences have 

been with you here in the CID.  You lift me up when I see you.  You encourage me with your prayers and kind 

words.  I am looking forward to seeing many of you this September at the Fall Rallies.  I hope to see others at 

the Fall Retreat.  May God bless you as you run your race looking to Jesus and when you walk with Him 

recharging your batteries.  

Your Sister in Christ,  

Laura Strattman 

LWML CID President 
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Banner Schedule 

2021-2022 Banner Schedule for the National Convention Banner 

August 2021     Jacksonville (6)   Rita Tendick 

          217-476-5017 

          ritatendick@hotmail.com 

 

October 2021     Bloomington (9)  Karla Hasler 

          309-824-4363 

          Karlajo54@yahoo.com 

 

January 2022     Peoria/Pekin (11)  Barb Jennings 

          618-771-2397 

          Barbjennings154@gmail.com 

 

April 2022     Quincy (9)   Laurie Bronson 

          217-617-7267 

          Nicen622@gmail.com 

 

July 2022     Rock Island (10)   Mary Donegan 

      HOME    309-781-2632 

          Doneganm75@yahoo.com 

(This is the banner from the National Convention in Mobile in 2019.) 

NOTE:  If there are any problems with transfer, please give Sue a call at (217-341-2420), and she will help 

to complete the transfer.  Thank you for your patience. 

 

 

 

 

Next Clarion Deadline is October 25th! 

Thank You 

 Dear Members of LWML:  The Missouri-Illinois Branch of Orphan Grain Train thanks you for your 

contribution of quilts, school kits, hygiene kits, clothing, medical supplies, and other items that were given 

from your LWML ingathering. Your faithful support of Orphan Grain Train is a great encouragement to those 

who work to carry on the ministry that God has given us. The monetary donations will be used for shipping 

costs, rent, and purchasing food from the St Louis Food Bank. In the past we have purchased food to distribute 

to Lutheran congregations with food pantries and other organizations in the community.  May God bless you 

for the gift you have given to the Orphan Grain Train.  Jesus told us that when we serve people who are in 

need, we are also serving Him.  

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Brad Jackson, Treasurer 

Missouri-Illinois Branch 

Orphan Grain Train 
 

mailto:ritatendick@hotmail.com
mailto:Karlajo54@yahoo.com
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 Greetings from the Quincy Zone!!! God has truly blessed the LWML that we were able to ‘surround 

ourselves with a cloud of witnesses’ by being able to attend the National Convention in Lexington. Quincy 

Zone had representatives from at least half of our groups.  There were almost 2800 attendees from babies in 

strollers to teens, to mom and dad, and to great-grandma and grandpa. What a joyous experience. The 

convention was live streamed, so many more watched it at home. 

 

 The mission speakers brought tears to our eyes and the entertainment got our hands clapping and our 

feet stomping. We gave our willing hands to serve and gave our silver and our gold to support the missions set 

before us for the 2021-2023 biennial. Marci and Gert lightened our hearts.  The Bible studies led us to endure 

the race with hope, strength, and resilience that God has given us. We are not alone in our individual races. 

Jesus is there to help us, to encourage us, and to lighten our burden. He waits for us at the finish line seated at 

the right hand of God.  So, “put aside every weight and sin which clings so closely” by looking to Jesus. 

(Hebrews 12:1-2) 

  

Laurie Bronson 

Quincy Zone President 

 

Get Ready, Get Set, Go! 

 First, I want to thank each of you who so willingly gave your mites to reach and surpass the 2020-2021 

mission grant goal.  Now we need to reach the 2021-2022 goal of $105,000!  Think of creative ways your 

group can help that cause!  Praise be to God for His blessings! 

  

 It is now time to start thinking about 2022-2023 mission project proposals!  Please think about your 

community and your church and the different programs offered.  Remember that the focus of a mission project 

should be exactly that – missions!!  How will that program/proposal help bring believers to Christ?  It also 

needs to be current and ready for implementation.  Please keep these aspects in mind when writing a proposal. 

All proposals must be received by October 31, 2021.  The forms are located on the LWML CID website:  

www.lwmlcid.org under the “mission grant” tab and at the bottom of the page.  I am anxious to see how many 

proposals can be submitted this year! 

 

Pat Heinecke 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach and Mission Grants 

 

Quincy Zone News 

  “Our Hearts in His Hand” is the theme for LWML Sunday 2021 and is based on Peter’s first letter 

to persecuted Christians in Asia Minor. In chapter 4:8, Peter tells them, Above all, keep loving one another 

earnestly. The heart of the LWML is its members; our hearts have been made holy by God. We are fully 

dedicated to serving Him, by serving His Church at home and abroad. Our hearts for Christ are in His hand of 

service, wherever and whenever He has need of us. 

 2021 LWML Sunday downloadable materials, authored by Dr. Dale A. Meyer, are now available at 

www.lwml.org.   
 

 

LWML Sunday 

http://www.lwmlcid.org/
http://www.lwml.org/
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Seventeen and Counting 

  

 How many national LWML conventions 

have you attended as an LWMLer?  Joan 

Tenhouse, member of Golden Holy Cross 

LWML, has attended 17 and with the help of the 

Lord many more! 

 

 Joan’s first national convention was in 

1985 at Ames, Iowa.  One thing she remembers 

about that convention is that all the women 

stayed in Iowa State University dorms.  Her 17th 

convention was the one just held in Lexington, 

Kentucky.  She loved seeing all the different 

hats and obviously all the purple! 

  

 Joan’s most memorable national 

convention was held in 1987 in Ft. Worth, 

Texas. All the CID LWMLers met in Spring- 
 

 
field and rode the train.  They were so loud and having so much fun that other passengers moved away from 

them!  An incident with her peering into a store window is another good memory. 

 The aspects of the national conventions that Joan enjoys the most are: (not in priority) the District 

banners, the talks given by past mission grant recipients, the Bible studies, and the Keynote Speakers.  And 

last, but definitely not least, the humorous interrupter, Jan Struck, who has a humorous way of showing what 

God’s love is all about.  Joan is continually amazed that the National LWML Mite Goal and even the CID 

Mite Goal are reached and even surpassed each year.  To God be the glory! 

 Joan believes one great benefit in being involved in LWML and its conventions is the relationships 

that are formed and strengthened.  Joan has two main encouragers in her LWML life.  They are Cheryl 

Garlisch from Havana and Marsha Moll from Macomb.  She feels those women encouraged her to be 

involved and helped her in her spiritual journey. 
  

 Joan would highly encourage all LWMLers to attend national conventions!  It helps define what 

LWML is all about, and it clarifies all the mission projects.  The main reason to attend in Joan’s perspective 

is the spiritual uplifting and growth that happens through attending a convention.  Another reason is the 

fellowship with other LWMLers.  She says it is like a big “reunion” every two years!  So let us take Joan’s 

advice and plan on attending the 2023 convention in Milwaukee! 

Livestreamed Sessions 
 

 

Didn’t attend the national convention or missed part of the 

convention?  Watch the sessions at livestream.com/The LWML.  

All sessions are archived for you to view at your convenience! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Three Generations 

Decatur Zone 

 A light at the end of the tunnel!  This is what we are seeing, as we will be having our Fall Rally in 

person.  Mt. Calvary is hosting the event for the Decatur Zone and with God's guidance we will have a 

prosperous event.  It was discussed at the July 28th Zone Meeting that perhaps next year we will try to have an 

evening rally.  There are several younger ladies that work and are not able to attend a rally if it is held in the 

morning.  We will not have a change in our board as everyone has agreed to continue in their positions for 

another year since we missed so much time with Covid restrictions.  I attended the 39th Biennial Convention 

in Lexington, Kentucky with Delegate Norma Hubert.  It was such a wonderful and heartwarming experience.  I 

enjoyed visiting and talking to the vendors at the convention as we came away with some new projects that we 

can do to help different organizations.  Thank God that we have been able to go back to having services and 

events as we did before Covid. Let us all pray that we may continue to do so without restrictions. 

 

Sandy Haseley, 

Decatur Zone President 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 What a blessing to be in 

Lexington Kentucky, where we 

were “Running the Race …. 

Looking to Jesus!”  It was great to 

be with approximately 2800 LWML 

sisters, but it was extra special to be 

with 3 generations of LWML 

women; my mom, my sister and 3 

nieces, and 2 adopted family 

members/special friends.  We 

started our convention experience 

with servant connections where we 

assembled blessing backpacks for 

college students, made fleece 

throws, crafted witness bracelets for 

MOST ministries, prepared cards of 

hope for   Phils Friends, and made 

large print calendars for Lutheran 

Braille.  How amazing it was to 

wor- 

 

worship with the ladies and gentlemen of the LWML and learn of the work the mission grants recipients are 

doing throughout the world. While there, we learned what it is to “Be Still” and have peace through the early 

morning Bible study with Deb Burma.  We also participated in Christina Hergenrader’s Bible study entitled 

“Be Inspired! Four Habits for Your Faith”.   What a privilege to be a mentor to our CID Young Woman 

Representative, Hannah, and my nieces Lindsey, Courtney, and Haley. I loved planting the seed of LWML 

in their hearts, and I pray that God will continue to inspire them to be servant leaders for the LWML.   

Pictured above from left to right: Courtney Weber, Haley Oakley, Lindsey Greenfield, Robin Mandeville, 

Elaine Stuckemeyer, Annie Guerrettaz, Hannah Tappendorf and Jean Downs. 
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Springfield Zone 

 

 Members of Women With Mission 

at Trinity Lutheran Church in Springfield 

collect books every March for the Triple 

Heart Foundation.  This organization 

collects children’s books for the NICU 

wards in local hospitals.  The books 

provide bonding opportunities for the 

families.  The parents hold the babies as 

they read to them, and the babies can hear 

their parents’ voices.  Both are very crucial 

to parent/child bonding.  The parents keep 

the books they read, thus building their 

child’s home library.  This is just one of the 

many mission projects that allow Women 

with Mission to “Serve the Lord with 

Gladness.”  
 

Springfield Zone Welcomes New Group 

      

.   

  

 

        

 January 17, 2021 was a day of bright new beginnings for ten 

women from Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Petersburg.  The 

inaugural meeting of WinGS, “Women in God’s Service” was held on 

that day.  Seeing a need for an additional LWML group that would 

accommodate women with jobs during the week, Leigh Harrison and 

her group met to plan how to meet that need. Thus, WinGS was born!  

  

 These busy, dedicated women have not looked back.  They 

begin their meeting with a devotion, have a short business meeting, 

and conclude with a project or craft.  So far, they have put together 

new mother/baby bags for ladies in their congregation and community, 

planted flowers in jars for Mother’s Day gifts, filled Father’s Day bags 

with “guy stuff”, and created Easter cards to send to church members 

and family. These members also learned to make jump ropes by 

braiding fabric for Operation Christmas Child boxes.   

  One of their biggest projects was a virtual 5K run/walk in May.  Participants ran on their own and 

collected pledges.  100% of the money went to the American Cancer Society.  WinGS President Leigh 

Harrison, says, “yes, this is a fund raiser, but honestly it is more about being with our sisters who are 

currently fighting cancer or have beaten cancer”. These Petersburg ladies understand sisterhood well.  

  

 The example the Bethlehem Lutheran Ladies Aid group set for these new leaders of the LWML has 

inspired them to collect mites and to participate on the National Level.  President Leigh Harrison and 

Secretary Susan Stier travelled to Lexington to attend the National LWML Convention.  They were pleased 

to accept their LWML Charter from CID President Laura Strattman during the District Caucus. They are 

pictured above.  
 



 

  

"An Experience Like No Other"- Hannah Tappendorf 

 If there is one thing that I have witnessed from being around women of the LWML, it is their extreme 

generosity and kindness. Starting even at the drive down to Lexington, Kentucky, I experienced these attributes 

by riding along with two women from my church. Again, on the drive down another woman of the LWML 

displayed kindness as she brought down items that I had forgotten back home.  

 As a Young Woman's Representative, I was able to experience this convention in a way much different 

than how I experienced the 2011 convention in Peoria, IL. From our first meeting with my fellow YWRs and 

YWR committee leaders, it was very apparent the love for Jesus and kindness these women held. I am thankful 

for the experience of attending this convention in a way that I could be involved. Walking in two flag processions, 

making fascinators with women in the YWR booth, and gathering in Bible studies are just a few of the activities 

we were able to participate in.  

 By far, one of the most fascinating things I experienced at convention was seeing the "sea of purple." 

Seeing around 2,000 women and men, mostly wearing purple, would probably make some people wonder what 

they are all doing. However, when you are around anything with the LWML, you will soon be a witness to the 

kindness these people display. By just wearing purple, I found that it was easy to speak with others because we 

found a commonality.  

 Overall, by attending this convention, I became a part of a community of women who came from different 

backgrounds and different lives, but all share a common love for our Savior. I am so thankful for the Central 

Illinois District for sending me to this convention and for showing me true kindness and generosity. I feel truly 

blessed to have met so many amazing young women that will always hold a place in my heart. I look forward to 

seeing them all again in Milwaukee in 2023. 

“Running The Race” – Sarah Grillot 

 The theme of "Running the Race; Looking to Jesus" was very fitting, especially for me leading up to, 

during, and after my experience as a first-time Young Woman Representative attending the LWML convention 

in Lexington, Kentucky.  My husband was "running" home across the country after being out of state for a 

Lutheran teachers' conference just hours before I had to leave for the convention in the wee hours 

of Thursday morning.  During the convention, I was literally running from event to event with a very busy 

schedule.  However, this "busy" was different.  I was blessed with a wonderful opportunity to experience all that 

the convention had to offer with a group of women closer to my age.  From late night gatherings to early morning 

breakfasts, I cherish the relationships that I made during this experience.  It was also a blessing to be able to learn 

so much about what LWML is truly all about and its mission.  Participating in the flag procession was most 

meaningful to me as I witnessed firsthand how such small mites can add up to share God's love through so many 

countries around the world!       

 

 Less than forty-eight hours after my arrival at home, I found myself "running" to answer the phone to find 

out that my mother passed away completely unexpectedly.  For me, I believe the Lord compelled me to attend 

the convention not only to learn more about LWML, but also to remind me of what our "race" in life as a Christian 

is all about.  While many of my experiences as a YWR at the convention are a blur due to my mother's sudden 

passing, I am blessed to have been reminded repeatedly that at the end of our life, our prize is eternal life with 

Jesus.  Praise be to God for this wonderful gift!  And let us joyfully share that gift with those around us, both far 

and near!    
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Convention Highlights from YWRs 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Convention in Pictures 

  

                 

 
 

 



 

Feeling tired? Need a break? 

Do we have a solution for you! 

Grab Your Shoes and Go! 

A Ladies’ Getaway Event inspired by Terri Bentley 
A perfect getaway for all ladies 

  Be inspired and energized! 

Bring your favorite shoes! 

Date: October 8 & 9 

Time: 5:00 p.m. Friday 

If just coming on Saturday at 9:00 a.m. 

Place: Camp CILCA 

************************************************** 
Registration Form- Try to Include Roommates Forms in one envelope.  

Last Name:   _____________________________________First Name: ____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________Address: _______________________ 

City: ____________________________________Zip Code: ____________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________Alternate Phone: ____________________________ 

Emergency Contact: _____________________________ Phone: _________________________ 

Dietary Restrictions: ____________________________________________________________ 

Shoe Size: (Only if you are planning on attending Friday night) __________________________ 

Roommate Suggestions: (3 to 4 per room) 1. _________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday and Saturday: $55    Friday and Saturday Commuters: $40   Saturday, only: $35 

Make checks payable to LWML – CID 

 

Send Registration forms to:  Annie Guerrettaz LWML Financial Secretary 

    704 E. 500th Avenue 

    St. Elmo, IL  62458 
 

 


